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CHURCH OFFICERS 


Seated - Al Ewen, Walter Amdt, Pastor Teske, Royce Hamende, 
Heinz Hoeppner. 
Standing - Paul Arndt, Fred Kniggendorf, James Rodgers, Woodrow 
Webster, James Randhan, Leo Deistler. 
Not pictured - Steve Orban, Ransom Anderson, Wayne Nelson, 


SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


of 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Missouri Synod) 


2609 Colfax Street Gary, Indiana 


CHURCH, BUILT 1938 


“TELL YE YOUR CHILDREN OF IT, AND LET YOUR CHILDREN 
TELL THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR CHILDREN ANOTHER GENER- 
ATION.”’ Joel 1, 3. 


1938 - 1963 


WE PRESENT THIS BOOKLET 


This anniversary booklet complements the one of the Tenth An- 
niversary celebration in 1948. 


During the twenty-five years of our existence as a Christian 
congregaticn, the Lord has abundantly shown us His grace and mercy 
both in the Word and in the Sacraments. We want to acknowledge that 
now again. 


May future members also acknowledge it in their generation, 
Our plens for improvement of present facilities are seriously be- 
ing considered, With the help and the blessing of Almighty God we 


hope to carry them out. 


THE ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 


Anniversary C ommittee 


Seated left to right are Mr. Al Ewen, Mrs. Al. Ewen, Mrs. James Kocman, 
Mrs. Ransom Anderson and Elizabeth Sutton. 
Standing left to right are Alan Anderson, Pastor Teske and Dale Olsen. 


THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS 


“*We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ovr- 
selves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, Who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shimed in our hearts, to GIVE the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
But we have THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS, that the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”” 2 Cor. 4, 5-7. 


God made us Christians, We have the priceless treasure of the 
knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ. God has honored us dur- 
ing these twenty-five years with the honor of proclaiming this Savior. 
Jesus said, “‘I am the Light of the world.”” By preaching and teaching 
the Word we became His light reflectors. But the power comes from 
God. This troth is all the more significamt since we are frail. weak, 
“‘earthen vessels.”” Hence, we ascribeall honor and glory and power 
to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost! 


**...in all places where I record My Name | will come unto 
thee, and | will bless thee.”” Exodus 20, 24. Here God speaks of His 
rendezvous with His people wherever they compose a Christian local 


congregation. 


PASTOR PAUL GOLTERMANN 


BEFORE THE FOUNDING OF FAITH CHURCH 


1924 to 1938 were fourteen years of patient effort on the part of 
Pastor Paul Goltermann and his congregation, Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Hessville (Hammcnd), to establish the congregation now 
known as Faith Lutheran Church Black Oak (Gary), Indiana. Through 
them God planted the tiny mustard seed of His Gospel] in an area which 
seemed to hold premises of future success, 


The following quotations from the ANNALS OF THE CONGRE- 
GATION indicate the spade work done in those days: 


“*Faith Lutheran Church, Black Oak, Gary, Indiana, had its be- 
ginning in the gathering together of children of Lutheran parents for 
religious instruction in 1924. In those days Black Oak consisted main- 
ly of the settlement at Black O2k Road and Calhoun Street. 


‘*The Rev. Paul F, Goltermann, pastor of nearby Concordia 
Lutheran congregation, Hammcnd, canvassed the Lutheran femilies and 
began conducting a Sunday School on Sunday afternoon, first in the 
home of Henry Ewen and later in the portable public school. The older 
children were prepared for confirmation, The first class was confirmed 
at Concordia Church on Palm Sunday, 1927. They are: Mildred Ewen, 
Alfred Ewen, Ruth Ewen, Mary Euler, Elda Hein, Erwin Ewen, Leroy 
Ewen, and Mrs. Louise Jansen (adult), In 1928 the confirmands were 
Arthur Euler, Earl Ewen, Herbert Yarck, Howard Ewen, and Bernard 
Jensen, The 1932 class consisted of Joseph A. Euler, Elizabeth Euler, 
Madeline Pardy, and Ethel Ewen. 

In the middle 30’s an intervening slump was overcome by the 
“‘building bocm in Black Oak.”’’ ‘‘Sunday school classes were resumed 
in the new public school.’” Pastor Goltermann and his congregation 
approached the “‘Circuit M’’ to determine whether its members would 
consider building a ‘‘church’’ here. A subsequent canvass of the area 
‘‘revealed theartening results,’’ 


The church ANNALS continue: ‘‘The circuit undertook the pur- 
chase of property and the construction of a frame chapel on the east 
side of Colfax Street just south of 26th Avenue. Each congregation of 
the circuit agreed to an assessment of 50¢ per communicant by which 
to finance this venture. Much labor wes contributed by members of 
these congregations,”’ 


PARSONAGE 


PASTOR AND MRS. TESKE 


DEDICATION 1938 


**On October 23, 1938 the completed chapel was dedicated to the 
glory of God. This was the first worship service held in Black Oak. 
‘Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church’ was the name taken by the new 
congregation, 


The records show that church services and Sunday School were 
conducted ‘‘regularly’’ by Pastor Goltermann, having been assisted 
by ‘‘teachers’’ from Concordia and St, Paul Churches, notably the fol- 
lowing: Mrs. Lilly Vane, Mrs. Theron Clark, G. Beganz, W. H. Beck- 
mann, H. Schroeer, and O’Deen Cross. 


CANDIDATE WALTER KROCKENBERGER 


In 1940 Cand, Walter Krockenberger was appointed to serve the 
Black Oak-Brunswick Missicn field, ‘‘He worked faithfully through the 
Sunday school, Vacation Bible school, and adult confirmation instruc- 
tion. On Nov. 9, 1941 the follewing adults were confirmed: Miss Ber- 
tha Strauch, Mrs. Lena Short, Mrs. Emaline Ensweiler, Mrs. Wm. Lohman, 
Mrs. Laura Ensweiler, Mrs. Charles Gluth, end Mrs, Laverne Harris. 
This was the first class confirmed in the new church. 


In the winter of 1941 Cand. Krockenberger accepted a call to 
Medford, Minn. When Pastor Goltermann resumed full charge of the 
congregation the voting members in February, 1943, ‘‘took over the con- 
duct of business affairs, and adopted a constivtion. The first church 
officers were Jacob Legler, Fred Kniggendorf, Fred Dellenbach, and 
Charles Gluth. Under the leadership of Pastor Goltermann a ‘‘ Ladies 
Aid was organized on June 9, 1943, Its first officers were Mrs. P. Gol- . 
termann, Mrs. Charles Gluth, Mrs. Louise Weber, and Mrs. John Johnson.’ 


PASTOR LEONARD F. PRANSCHKE 


On August 1, 1944 the“Central District’ Mission Board ac- 
cepted Faith Church as one of its subsidized congregations, It had 43 
communicants then. 


The first call was issued to Rev. L. F. Pranschke. He was in- 
stalled Aug. 13, 1944. He served Redeemer Church, East Gary and 
Faith Church as a joint parish. On October 31, 1948 the TENTH ANNI- 
VERSARY was celebrated. On November 1, 1948 Pastor Pranschke 


obtained a peaceful release to accept another call. 


PASTOR LEONARD F. PRANSCHKE ‘ 
Aug. 13, 1944 - Nov. 1, 1948 


PASTOR FRANK C. FELLBAUM 


Rev. Paul T. Dannenfeldt 


PASTOR PAUL T. DANNENFELDT 


Pastor Dannenfeldt was ordained and installed on July 24, 1949 
and peacefully released on August 31. 1954. 


In January, 1951, the small residence and the half-acre of ground 
adjoining the congregation’s property on the north side was purchased 
for $9,350 to serve as the parsonage. In the FAITH MESSENGER of 
Jan. 24, 1951 Pastor Dannenfeldt writes, “‘For the first time we are 
writing this monthly parish paper in the study of the new parsonage.”’ 
The building urge of that time is indicated by this reference, ‘‘]t was 
resolved to set aside $25 monthly plus the $25 received from Brunswick 
into the Building Fund. This is to be over and above the 20% whieh is 
taken out of our monthly current and loose receipts for the Building 
Fund, and the money contributed through the little box in the church 
vestibule,” 


In 1951 we had 92 communicants. Our congregation joined 
Synod in 1951 while the district was in session at Ft. Wayne, June 18- 
22. Mr. Fred Kniggendorf signed the constitution. The pastor’s garage 
was built in July, 1952, at the cost of $628. During this year a choir 
and a young people’s society were organized, In June, 1953, The Ladies 
Aid celebrated its tenth anniversary. In the voters’ meeting of June 2, 
1954, the motion was accepted to become self-suporting by January 1, 
1955. 


PASTOR FRANK C. FELLBAUM 


Pastor Fellbaum’s tenure of office extended from Feb. 5, 1955 
to Dec. 31, 1958. The ANNALS state, ‘‘During the late spring and 
early summer of 1955three recess were added to the parsonage at the ap- 
proximate eost of $4,000, Mr. George Van Sessen contracted for the 
work,’’ Various members donated an appreciable amount of labor. On 
January 1, 1955 the congregation became self- supporting. 


Late in 1957 ‘‘The State Highway Department of Indiana decided 
to reopen Colfax Street to traffic by means of an ‘overpass’ over the Tri- 
State Expressway.’’ It paid $14,349 fot the 12,932 square feet of land 
off our property, 


SENIOR YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY 


with Rev. Teske and counselors. 


BIBLE t€LAss 
Seated - \liss Bertha Strauch, Vir. A. Ewen, irs. A. E wen, Mrs. 
J. Nimetz and Mr. J. Nimetz. 
Stencing - Mrs. C. Lessner, Miss Lillie Strauch, Virs. E. Ensweiler, 
Rev. Teske, \irs. Teske, Vir. W. Webster, \irs. W. Webster. 


THE JUNIOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND SPONSORS 

Seated - Pastor H, Teske, Sandra Olsen, Nancy Webster, Alice Rod- 
gers, Debra Beehn. 

Standing - Mrs. R. Olsen, Fred Kniggendorf, Robert Davis, Mrs. W. 
Webster, Vir. W. Webster. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND STAFF 
Seated - Vrs. J. Nimetz, Carol Webster, Linda Olsen, Linaa Kniggen- 
dorf and \Mirs. P. Arndt. 


Standing - Mrs. Webster Miss Lillie Strauch, Rev. Teske, Vir. Dale 
Olsen, superintendent, Clement Lessner, \irs. R. Anderson 
and Marilyn Davis. 

Not pictured are - Mrs. James Kocman, “irs. C. \Markert, Alan Anderson 
and Heinz Hoeppner. 


PASTOR TESKE 


INTERIOR OF 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH---1963 
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PASTOR RICHARD A. WILKENING 
Pastor Wilkening was installed on March 22,1959 and peacefully 


released on Nov. 12, 1961. Qn Oct. 16, 1960 he took charge also of the 
Dyer Mission and served there til] July 23, 1961 when Candidate Erwin 
Hrese was ordained and imstalied as the lirst pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church. On Oct. 8-12, 1961 Faith Church joined other congregations in 


this area in a PREACHING-TEACHING-REACHING Miseicn, 


PASTOR HERBERT J. TESKE, SR. 


The present incumbent was installed Feb. 25, 1962. A building 
fact finding committee was elected on Feb, 7 that year. On July 9, 
1963 it was dismissed with honor end thanks. On Aug. 7 a Building 
Committee was elected consisting of Messrs. Fred Kniggendorf, Sr., 
James Randhan, Walter and Paul Arndt, and Al Ewen. The young peo- 
ple’s organization was re-activated on March 11, 1962. On Sept. 11, 
1962 an adult Bible Class was initiated. On Nov. 7 the congregation 
decided to celebrate the 2£¢:h é«riversary of our founding, the date to be 
Oct. 27, 1963. 


OFFICIAL ACTS DURING THE YEARS OF 1938-1963 (September) 
Baptisms: children 188; adults 21. 
Confirmations: children 82; adults 69. 
Marriages: 47. 


Burials: 18 


AND NOW -- 


WE ARE THE “‘EARTHEN VESSELS.’ AND YET IT PLEASED 


GOD TO USE US IN THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL MYSTER- 
IES IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, IN HIS NAME AND BY HIS POWER 


FAITH CONGREGATION HOPES TO GO FORWARD. 
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JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS- 1963 


Rarbara Webster, Rev. Teske, Cynthia Hales and Marianne Nimetz. 


FAITH LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Children, Teachers, Staff and Pastor. 


ORGANIST 
Mrs. Lois Martin 


THE CHOIR 


Seated - Mrs. W. Webster, Miss Bertha Strauch, Alice Ewen, accompanist, 
Thelma Ewen, director, Mrs. John Nimetz. ; 

Standing - Elizabeth Sutton, Lenard Olsen, Mrs. George Carl, Paul 
Amdt, Mr. George Carl, ‘Alen Anderson, Walter Arndt, Miss 
Karen Kocmen, Pastor Teske, Mrs. James Rodgers, Linda 
Olsen, Mr. James Rodgers, and Mrs. Paul Amdt, 
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LADIES AID 
Seated - \irs. P. Arndt, Mrs. J, Rodgers, Mrs. J. Kocman, \irs. R. And- 
erson, Mrs. H. Teske. 
Standing - Mrs. A. Ewen, \irs. E. Hoeppner, iiss Karen Kocman, Mrs, 
\l.. Straka, and \Virs. R. Olsen. 
Not pictured - Mrs. W. Crider, Vrs. I, Bajza, Mrs. H. Hoeppner, Mrs. J. 
Johnson, Mrs. W. Nelson, 


VOTERS 


Seated - Al Ewen, Fred W. Kniggendorf, Pastor Teske, James Randhan, 
Michael Straka. 

Standing - Paul Arndt, Lenard Olsen, Steve Orban, Raymond Meyer, 
Wm. Sutton, Clarence Markert, John Nimetz, James Rodgers, 
Heinz Hoepgner, ( Several rot in picture) 
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DARTBALL TEAM 
Seated - W. Webster, Sieve Orban, Paul Amdt, Sr., Lenard Olsen, 
David Rodgers. 
Standing - Alan Anderson, Heinz Hoeppner, James Rodgers, 
Walter Arndt. 


Serviceman Robert Boothe 


Serviceman James Rodgers Entered October 14, 1960 


Entered September 5, 1963 
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SERVICEMAN LELAND SiMus Serviceman Leroy Wease 
Entered June 7, 1962 Glenview Air Base Entered September 23, 1962 


Serviceman Carl Anderson 
Entered March 28, 1963 
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THE SILVER ANNIVERSARY PRAYER SONG 


HELP US THY HOUSE TO BUILD 
Tune: LH 205 


0 God, our heav’nly Father, 

To Thee all praise we give; 
Thy wonted lovingkindness 
Moved us our life to live. 

From early days of Founding, 
From Thirty-Eight till now, 
Thy Word has been our comfort, 
In humble thanks we bow. 


O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 
Thy grace removed our guilt. 
Thy Name we bless forever, 
Help us Thy house to build. 
From hesitation free us, 

From doubt and sin and stain. 
Our lives we gladly offer, 
Our hands toil not in vain. 


0 Holy Spirit, hear us! 

Our vows to Thee arise; 

Unite our hearts and voices, 

Help us to sacrifice. 

From fear of want preserve us - - 
By grace our hearts are filled, 
Arouse in us Thy fervor, 

Help us Thy house to build. Amen 


Specially written for 
the Silver Anniversary 
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